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Building Bridges For Veterans 

Greetings, 
 
As we reach the end of the year, I want to take a moment to express my gratitude to all the 
members of this Department for your unwavering support and dedication to our veterans.                                                                                                                                                
Together, we have achieved so much. 
 

Your thoughtful and heartfelt donations have truly enriched the lives of the veterans at Veterans 
Village. Additionally, you have played a vital role in educating students in your communities about 
patriotism and the importance of being good citizens. 
 

The success of our fundraisers has enabled us to support many worthy causes, such as The 
National Home, and provide numerous items to VA hospitals. While the impact of our efforts may 
sometimes seem unnoticed, I assure you, it does not go unrecognized. Your commitment 
demonstrates that we, as the auxiliary, are meeting the needs of our veterans while also 
supporting their families and communities. 
We have worked together, “Building Bridges for Our Veterans”, while continuingly “Bridging the 

Gap for Our Veterans” with our programs. Our collective efforts have amplified the voices of our 

veterans and helped advocate for meaningful legislation in government. For this, I give to you the 

Department of Florida:  

THANK YOU for a job well done. 

Michael Yates                                                                                                                                           
President 

 

 
 

Scan the above QR code for 
the Sunshine E. Newsletter 
video presentation featuring 
photos  of Auxiliaries from 
across the state. 

 

 



 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFW District 1 Marks Ninth Year Supporting Flora-Bama’s World-Famous Mullet Toss 

 Department Commander Scott Hice joined VFW and Auxiliary members from District 1 to support the 2026 
Flora-Bama Mullet Toss from 23–26 April, marking their ninth-year volunteering at the iconic Florida–Alabama 
beach event. The three-day competition draws thousands of participants who try to throw a mullet the 
farthest along a 200-foot course, with all proceeds benefiting children’s charities in Northwest Florida and 
Southeast Alabama. 
Volunteers spent Thursday hauling equipment, setting up tents, fencing, sound systems, and the full course 
layout. From Friday through Sunday, they staffed registration, measured throws, managed crowds, 
maintained the throwing circle, and secured equipment each night—often working 11–12-hour shifts in the 
sun. Contestants ranged from age 2 to over 80, and roughly 2,000 people competed, with daily awards for top 
throws. 
This year’s event raised over $40,000 for local school programs and organizations such as the Community 
Drug & Alcohol Council. Flora-Bama organizers continue to welcome District 1 each year for their 
professionalism and dedication to veterans and the community. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Congressman Diaz-Balart Delivers $9 Million for New Veterans Center at VFW Post 7721 Event 
 
VFW Post 7721 hosted a special community event on Tuesday, April 7th, coordinated in partnership with 
County Commissioner Burt Saunders and the office of Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart. The gathering brought 
together local leaders, veterans, and community members to celebrate a major federal investment in Collier 
County’s veterans’ services. 
During the event, Congressman Diaz-Balart presented a $9 million check from the U.S. Congress Community 
Project Funds to county officials and VFW leadership. The funding will support the creation of a new Veterans 
Center on Golden Gate Parkway, located on the same campus as the state-funded, 120-bed Veterans Nursing 
Home currently under development. 
The Veterans Center will occupy an existing building on the property, which will undergo significant 
renovations to serve as a dedicated resource hub for local veterans. The project represents a major step 
forward in expanding services, support, and outreach for the region’s veteran community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

Safety Harbor VFW Post 10093 Participates in Bay Pines VA Hospital Stand Down 

 Safety Harbor VFW Post 10093 proudly 

took part in the Bay Pines VA Hospital 

Stand Down event on March 28, 2026, 

joining fellow veteran service organizations, 

volunteers, and community partners in 

supporting local veterans in need. 

The Stand Down, hosted annually by Bay 

Pines VA Healthcare System, provides 

essential services such as healthcare 

screenings, benefits assistance, housing 

resources, clothing, and food for at-risk and 

homeless veterans. Post 10093 members 

were on-site to assist veterans, share 

information about VFW programs, and offer 

direct support throughout the event. 

Their participation underscored the post’s 

ongoing commitment to outreach and 

advocacy for veterans across the region, 

ensuring that those who served receive the 

care, respect, and resources they deserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

Auxiliary 8189 Leads the Charge with Two Successful Buddy Poppy Drives 

 

 

VFW Auxiliary 8189 member Laurie Rash 
continues to demonstrate outstanding 
dedication to veterans and her community by 
organizing and running two separate Buddy 
Poppy Drives in recent weeks. Her efforts not 
only raised awareness of the Buddy Poppy 
program but also helped generate essential 
support for veterans and their families. 
Through careful planning, coordination, and 
hands-on leadership, Laurie ensured both drives 
were well staffed, visible, and welcoming to the 
public. Her commitment reflects the heart of the 
Buddy Poppy tradition—honoring the fallen 
while supporting the living. 
Great job, Laurie! Your hard work makes a 
meaningful difference and showcases the strong 
spirit of service within Auxiliary 8189. 
 

 

 



 

 

  

 



  

 



 

 

  

Department Officers 2025 – 2026 

 President 
Michael Yates 
1620 W. Evergreen Drive 
Citrus Springs, Fl 34434 
(330)  233-2133             
Brusdtwice1@gmail.com  

 

Junior Vice President 
Margaret Rementer 
22161 Olean Blvd 
Port Charlotte, Fl 33952 
(941)  286-2688 
Bashibee4@yahoo.com   

Secretary 
Debbie Tilley 
22 Surfcrest St. 
St. Augustine, Fl 32080 
(904  460-9345                     
(904) 495-3622 (cell) 
dktilley@comvcast.net   

Senior Vice President 
Kathy Wright 
5867 111th Street 
Jacksonville, Fl 32244 
(757)  685-1837       
Kathy_wright@bellsouth.net  

Treasurer 
Cindy Estell 
P.O. Box 55850 
St. Petersburg, Fl 33732 
(727)  417-5450 
dflaux.treas@gmail.com  

Chaplain 
Jason Estell 
5396 63rd Street N 
St. Petersburg, Fl 33709 
(352)  584-4960 
Jason211983@gmail.com   

Conductor 
Pauline Riddle 
451 E 3rd Street 
Chuluota, Fl 32766 
(407)  682-2452 
Fireballs44@hotmail.com   

Guard                                            
Robert “Bob” Kabala         
1006 43rd Avenue N.               
St. Petersburg, Fl 33703    
727-308-8508 
rkabala@tampabay.rr.com  

 

Chief of Staff 
Leona McDermott 
4444 Royal Fern Way 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fl 
33410 
(561)  386-6108 
leemvfw@comcast.net   

  

Know your Department Chairmen: 

• Americanism – Michelle Butler    American.patriotic.2526@gmail.com  
• Auxiliary Outreach – Becky Kieffer    bkiso2012@gmail.com 
• Buddy Poppy / VFW National Home – Jennifer Holland Jenniferlholland72@comcast.net 
• Extension Revitalization &  Mentoring – Sherri Golder     sherrigolder@gmail.com 
• Historian / Media Relations – Kathy Ingall    shanily.05@gmail.com  
• Hospital – Viki Stripling     vikiplottsdistrict11@yahoo.com 
• Legislative – Pamela Monroe     Anamcarax2@icloud.com  
• Membership & Mentoring – Holly Evans    hadams1221@hotmail.com 
• Scholarships – Carrie Messer     messerca@gmail.com 
• Dept. President’s Special Project – Kelly Barr   Flpresproject2526@gmail.com 
• Veterans & Family Support – Ryan Harris ryan.harris.cisa@gmail.com 
• Youth Program – Lanaie Reed   lanwileth@gmail.com 
• Program Advisor - Debbie Tilley dktilley@comcast.net 

Keep up to date with the monthly promotions from your chairmen!  

 
TAKE NOTE: “FOR ASSISTANCE LOGGING ON TO OUR REPORTING WEBSITE: 

CONTACT DEBBIE TILLEY @ dktilley@comcast.net or call 904-460-9345 

DO NOT USE THE CONTACT US BUTTON!” 
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Attention! 
Take Note: Please ensure that your installation reports are entered into MALTA 
before the June Convention.                                                                                                            
If you experience any issues or need assistance with the process, please 
contact Debbie Tilley at: dktilley@comcast.net or by phone at 904-460-9345. 
She is happy to help with any questions or technical difficulties you may have. 

 

Attention! 
 

This is a reminder to submit your Auxiliary’s delegate information to Cindy Estell 

at dflaux.treas@gmail.com no later than May 31. 

Additionally, please be sure to enter your delegates into MALTA for the National 

Convention, even if no one from your Auxiliary is attending. 

Thank you for your attention to these important requirements. 
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Dates to Remember for 2025 – 2026 
• School of Instruction                                        Florida Hotel, Orlando Fl                                             July 31 – August 3, 2025 
• National Convention                  Columbus, Ohio               August 9 –14, 2025_____ 
• Department Fall Conference                       Florida Hotel, Orlando Fl                                             October 16 – 19, 2025__ 
• Southern Conference                                      Montgomery, Texas                                                        November 6 – 9, 2025__ 
• National Mid-Year Conference                   Cruise – Key West & Bahamas                                   February 9 – 13, 2026__ 
• Department Mid-Winter Conference       Florida Hotel, Orlando Fl                                              February 12 – 15, 2026__ 
• C.A.F.E National                                                 Washington D.C.                                                             February 28, 2026                                                                                                                                       

Legislative Conference                                                                                                                                     March 2-4, 2026_______ 
• Dept Commander & Auxiliary                       Florida Hotel, Orlando Fl                                             March 14, 2026 

Presidents Homecoming_______________________________________________________________________________ 
• National Sr. Vice Conference                       TBD                                                                                         March 19-22, 2026____                                 
• National Presidents Visit  (Fri – Mon)         Various                                                                                 March 20-23, 2026____ 
• Veterans Village Picnic                                    Fort McCoy, Florida                                                        March 21, 2026_______ 
• Planning Meeting for Kathy Wright (May change)                                                                                 April 4, 2026__________ 
• Department Judging                                                                                                                                           April 29-30, 2026______ 
• National Jr. Vice Conference                        TBD                                                                                         May 14-18, 2026______ 
• Department Convention                               Renaissance Orlando, Fl                                                June 11-14, 2026_____ 
• National Convention                                       Reno, Nevada                                                                     July 24-30, 2026______ 

•  
 Attention! 

The Sunshine E. Newsletter 
has a new Email Address. 
Please submit your pictures 
and stories to the link below 
or click on the QR Code for a 
direct link.  

vfwauxflssenl@gmail.com  
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